
 

Augustinian Announcements 

Minister’s Message
The First Sunday of Advent is on November 27. Liturgically, we move from Cycle C 
to Cycle A, a new beginning in the church. New beginnings are often exciting but 
can also be a little scary. Think of a new home, a new job, new family, or new 
Fraternity. Here at St. Augustine we have said goodbye to old friends and 
welcomed new friends, hopefully with charity and love.  

Our Lord continually gives us opportunities for conversion and spiritual growth. 
In trying to organize my life, I have found many areas that need renovations. As 
individuals and as a Fraternity, we have seen many changes and challenges over 
the last year. Friends and family have left us and new people have entered our 
lives to allow us to mature in our faith.  

Our Lord calls us to be his instruments every day. It is hoped that we continually 
say Yes, here I am Lord: I've come to do Your will. May the message of Advent and 
Christmas be on your heart, in your mind, and on your lips. Here is a prayer that I 
hope you will use often for contemplation as we journey over this next liturgical 
year. It is taken from the Roman Missal’s Collect prayer for the Christmas Mass at 
Dawn: 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, as we are bathed in the new radiance of 
your Incarnate Word, the light of faith, which illumines our minds, may also 

shine through in our deeds.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Love, Peace, and Joy from your sister in 
Christ and Francis, 

Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Minister, St. Augustine Fraternity  
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Council Corner
We discussed and decided upon $100 gift 
cards for the needy.  Please be sure to let Jack 
Patnik know if there is a person/family you 
would like to have a  Christmas gift card for no 
later than our meeting in November. 

Also, in our topics of discussion, we talked 
about outreach ministry to others and 
specifically doing something for/with the 
seniors at the Plaza like crafts/ or a 
social, upcoming transfers, and topics for our 
monthly on-going formation and presenters. 

Peace and Blessings to All! 

St. Augustine Fraternity Council 
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St. Augustine 
Secular Franciscan 
Fraternity
Based in Pittsburgh, PA, the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Secular 
Franciscan Order is called to rebuild 
the Church in the example of our 
Seraphic Father St. Francis of Assisi. 
We seek to encounter the living and 
active person of Christ through  our 
relationships with each other, and 
t h r o u g h a p o s t o l i c a c t i v i t y i n 
fraternity and in the world, going 
from Gospel to life and life to the 
Gospel. We typically gather on third 
Sundays at 1:30pm in Hyacinth Epp 
Hall on 37th St., next to St. Augustine 
Church (Our Lady of the Angels 
Parish).  

Minister Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Vice-Minister Steve Critchlow, OFS 
Secretary Roberta Heintz, OFS 
Treasurer Jack Patnik, OFS 
Formation Director  
Jeanne McNulty, OFS 
Councilor Dorothy Dulski, OFS 
Councilor Joe Terleski, OFS 
Spiritual Assistant  
Br. Matt Hindelang, OFM. Cap.  

St. Augustine Fraternity 
P.O. Box 40198 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

The Pittsburgh 
Poverello
The monthly newsletter of the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Order of 
Franciscan Seculars, The Pittsburgh 
Poverello aims to animate our 
fraternal life and mission in its OFS 
charism, and to communicate and 
record the activities and intentions of 
the entire fraternity. It is emailed to 
the fraternity prior to monthly 
gatherings. Print copies, mailed and 
available at fraternity meetings, use 
recycled paper. All submissions are 
welcome! Please email them to 
robertfallonrobertfallon@gmail.com. 
Submissions should be Franciscan in 
tone and content, are subject to 
editing, and are not guaranteed for 
publication.

Red Tail Fox, by Josette N. Baker, ofs



Treasurer's Two Cents
This is the long-awaited article on expenses. Our expenses are divided into three 
(3) buckets as follows: 

1. FSA (Fair Share Assessment): This is an expense that supports the levels of the 
Secular Franciscans above the local fraternity. It is assessed on all active members 
and candidates. The fraternity has input as to how many will be assessed by 
determining who is active by their attendance at meetings/events and their 
financial contributions. The secretary tracks attendance, and the treasurer tracks 
financial contributions. The amount per member is determined by the levels above 
the fraternity. In January 2022 we paid $1,755.00 (39 members) for our fraternity 
plus $225.00 (3 members) to assist fraternities in financial straits.  

2. Fixed Expenses: These are the expenses that we have “contracted” to pay at a 
set amount. These include the stipend to the Spiritual Assistant, monthly “rental” 
to the Province for the use of Hyacinth Epp Hall, monthly “rental” to the parish for 
use of the Council meeting room/ongoing availability of the Church, and our 
support of Lionel Gomez in Honduras. These fixed expenses total $230.00 per 
month ($2,760.00 per year). 

3. Variable Expenses: These are all other expenses and the ones we have most 
control over. They include hospitality at meetings, formation and administrative 
supplies, stipends other than to our Spiritual Assistant (recently to Region for 
visitations and election oversight), and gifts/masses (since this time last year 
$900.00 in Christmas gift cards (2021), $100.00 to Alzheimer's in memory of John 
Braun, $1000.00 to Theresa's home parish in Africa, $150.00 to the Little Sisters of 
the Poor for their 150th anniversary and $200.00 to the Grimes family in dire 
emergency - totaling $2350.00).  

Our expenses for 2022 through October have been $8,300.08. 
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Calendar
Note: Events marked “P” are sponsored by our brothers at The Port, a ministry of 
the Capuchin Franciscans. See portpgh.com. 

November 
19 St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
20 Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm 
25 St. Leonard of Port Maurice 

December 
3 P: Portrait Drawing, 10:00am 
10 Servant of God Bernard of Quintavalle 
15 P: Figure Drawing, 7:00pm 
18 Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm 
25 Christmas Day 
 Blessed Jacopone of Todi 

Announcements
  

Fraternity Thanksgiving 
At our Fraternity gathering on November 20th you are welcome to bring soup, 
stew, or chili to share as we give thanks for all our many blessings. The Fraternity 
will provide bread, butter, and dessert. 

Jubilee Kitchen and Operation Safety Net 
We will be collecting items for Operation Safety Net and the Jubilee Kitchen for 
our November and December Fraternity gathering. 

The most needed items for our homeless brothers and sisters requested by 
Operation Safety Net are: 

Reading Glasses (any Dollar Store variety will suffice) 
Small/Mini Flashlights 
Energy Bars (any kind) 
Juice Boxes (any flavor) 

Pens and Paper (small notepads) 
White Athletic Socks (any sizes/bundle) 

Small Hand and/or Foot Warmer Pads 

Toiletry Items:  
Baby Powder (sample or travel size) 

Chapstick, Dry Skin Cream, Toothpaste and Toothbrushes, etc. 
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http://www.portpgh.com


Jubilee Kitchen is in need of:  
Coats  

Gloves 
Scarves 

Hats 
Men’s and Women’s Underwear (new only) 

Men’s and Women’s Socks (new only) 

These items can be gently used.   

Thank you for anything you may be able to contribute.  
- Roberta Heintz and Jeanne McNulty 
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Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation
Catholic Social Teaching: 
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable 
members are faring. In a society marred by 
deepening divisions between rich and poor, our 
tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgment 
(Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of 
the poor and vulnerable first.

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/economic-justice-economy/index.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/economic-justice-economy/index.cfm


For Our Franciscan Spirit 

Keeping the Rule
Chapter 2 - Article 9 

The Virgin Mary, humble servant of the Lord, was open 
to his every word and call. She was embraced by 
Francis with indescribable love and declared the 
protectress and advocate of his family. The Secular 
Franciscans should express their ardent love for her 
by imitating her complete self-giving and by praying 
earnestly and confidently. 

St. Francis’s 
Salutation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Hail, O Lady, 
Holy Queen, 

Mary, holy Mother of God, 
Who are the Virgin made Church, 

chosen by the most Holy Father in heaven 
whom he consecrated with His most holy beloved Son 

and with the Holy Spirit the Paraclete, 
in whom there was and is 

all fullness of grace and every good. 

 Hall His Palace! 
 Hail His Tabernacle! 
 Hail His Dwelling! 
 Hail His Robe! 
 Hail His Servant! 
 Hail His Mother! 

And hail all You holy virtues  
whicha re poured into the hearts of the faithful 

through the grace and enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, 
that from being unbelievers, 

You may make them faithful to God. 
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A Week of Quotations 
from Our Capuchin Brother, 
Blessed Solanus Casey
Submitted by Steve Critchlow, OFS

Sunday 
“God’s plans are always for the best, always wonderful. But most especially for the 

patient and humble who trust in Him are His plans infinitely holy and sublime.” 

Monday  

“Oh Jesus I want to give, to give of myself until there is nothing left of me to give. I 
pray that when I die I’ll be perfectly conscious when the only thing left of me is my 

soul and I could give the last thing I had to God.”  

(A prayer that Fr. Solanus repeated often.) 

Tuesday 
“When Jesus is in our hearts, Mary will not be far away.” 

Wednesday 
“Thank God ahead of time for He knows the prayers of your heart before you ask, 

and has already answered them with more love than you can IMAGINE.” 

Thursday 
“Don’t worry about tomorrow; worry will never change it. Let us not be 

presumptuous; God decided tomorrow years ago.” 

Friday 
Perhaps there is no more beautiful example of confidence in God than that of 

Mary  - God’s living tabernacle – and St. Joseph seeking an abode wherein to give 
us salvation.” 

Saturday 
“Life is to live and life is to give.” 
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Rejoice! Prayers & Celebrations 

Profession Anniversaries
November 
10 Elena Spitzer 
17 Kathy Braun 
 John Braun 
 Pat Tusa 
18 Roberta Heintz 
20 Angie Rhodes 

December 
17 Marie Stockey 
21 Joe Terlesky 
 Steve Critchlow 
 Jeannette Finch 
  

Jubilarians: Kathy Braun - 65 years! 
Angie Rhodes - 45 years! 

Please Pray for Our Homebound Sisters and Brothers
Clara Byerly  
Pat Colonna 
Evelyn Conflenti 
Mary Ann Dapprich   

Betty Fritzley 
Thomas O’Connell 
Marie Stockey 

Let us also pray for 
Brother Al Burkhart 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions 

November: Children Who Suffer 
We pray for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, 
orphans, and victims of war; may they be guaranteed access to education and 
the opportunity to experience family affection. 

December: Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations 
We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human 
development find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek 
out new paths to international cooperation. 
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